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Squirrel says, 


Hello Friends, 
_ here's how to make sure 
you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 


GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 


Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 01424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 


credit card. 
va PANIC! 
Ifyou haven't got yON i 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 
1, 5 and every fourth part after that. Each 
part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 


Whether you're getting your copies from 

your newsagent or having them sent direct to 

your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Eastem Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth part). 


KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
above address, stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder’s name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 01424 755755. 


Customer enquiries: 01424 755755 
Trade enquiries: 0171 581 1371 
Editorial and distribution offices 
Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 

7 Cromwell Road, London SW7 2HR 
Editor: Sarah Pendlebury 

© Eaglemoss Publications Ltd 1996 
The Animals of Farthing Wood is 

© 1992 EBU. 

Licensed by BBC Enterprises Ltd. 
Based on the novels by Colin Dann. 
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nanny 


Having been ordered to leave the comfort of 
Colonel Donk’s barn, and then a farmyard, 
the weasel family were still searching for a 
place to call home ... 


“Wasn’t me,” replied Measly, “it was a hare.” 
“I was having a lovely rest and you have to 
go and ruin it with your twerpish behav- 
iour,” complained Weasel. 


Weasel and Measly were resting by a 
haystack, while the twins played nearby. 
Dash raced over the haystack, covering 
Weasel with hay. “Measly, that wasn’t 
funny,” complained Weasel. 


“See what an example you set,” she went on, 
“you don’t want our twins growing up as 
twerps, do you?” “No,” Measly replied, “I 
want them to be just like you - clever and 
gorgeous.” 


Lele 


Weasel pointed to the herd of sheep in the 
next door field, “There’s another example 
of what not to be,” she said. “They’re even 
stupider than your father.” The twins 
laughed. 


“Sheep are stupid because they don’t think, 
they just stand about in a field all day 
thinking nothing,” stated Weasel. “There’s a 
big, silly dog and they go wherever he tells 
them for no reason,” said Weasel. 


But, the sheep never went where Rollo told 
them to go. “Come on sheep, you shouldn’t be 
up this end of the field,” he called. “Go stick 
your head in a horse trough,” shouted one of 
the sheep. “Oh, I’m useless,” sighed Rollo. 


4 


The weasels were watching Rollo from behind 
a tree. “I’ve just had a brilliant thought,” said 
Weasel, excitedly. “This big lump could look 
after the little ones. He could hunt, fetch and 
carry, save us if we’re threatened.” 


Rollo came bounding up to them. “I’ve a use 
for you, Rollo,” Weasel announced, “you can 
look after my offspring. “Being a weaseldog 
doesn’t sound much better than being a 
sheepdog,” replied Rollo. 


“But we're clever creatures,” insisted Weasel, 
“Tm sure some of it will rub off on you.” 
“Really?,” said Rollo, excitedly, “Oh, thank 
you very much Madam Weasel, I feel a howl 
coming on, I’m soooo000 happy!” 


Meanwhile, Dash had returned to White 
Deer Park, where she told Fox what she had 
seen. “I followed one of those travelling 
machines that humans use. It went through 
high walls and gates with spikey-tops.” 


ee 1/* utah , " } 
“I better see this for myself,” said Fox. Dash 
led Fox to the spot where she had seen the 
lorry, and sure enough, the lorry was there 
again. They watched as a squirrel was caged 
and put inside the lorry. 


Fox was surprised to see the Warden 
standing by the lorry, “I don’t understand,” 
he said, “he’s supposed to look after us 
animals, not put us in cages.” 


Rollo was taking his new job very seriously. 
He brought a bowl of food out for the weasels. 
“See what a wonderful weaseldog I am,” he 
said. “Mmmmm, not bad,” said Weasel, 
trying a dog biscuit, “you’ve done well.” 


“They’re looking for us,” said Weasel. “Ooh, 
that’s nice,” smiled Measly. “No it isn’t twerp,” 
snapped Weasel. Weasel ordered Rollo not to 
tell anyone where they were. “C’mon, we’re on 
our way again,” said Weasel. 


“There must be an explanation,” thought 
Fox. “Dash, go and find Whistler. Tell him to 
fly over the place and tell us what’s hidden 
behind the walls.” 


Rollo explained that on the way he had met 
a badger looking for animals missing from 
White Deer Park, but had been unable to tell 
him about the weasels because he had been 
carrying the bowl in his mouth. 


“But it’s safe and quiet here and I like it, “ 
complained Measly. “I like it, too,” agreed 
Cleo. But Weasel was adamant. Reluctantly, 
the twins and Measly followed Weasel. 
Next week: Tiffs and tempers 


All About... 


66Greetings from the watery 
world of the Great African 
Hippopotamus. People call me 
Hippo for short. | expect your 
Water voles would get quite a 
fright if they swam up to a 
creature as big as me in their 
rivers. I'm the second heaviest 
animal in the world and | spend 
most of my day in still or 
slow-moving water in the grasslands 
of central Africa. | live for up to 50 
years and once | have become fully 
grown my only enemy is man.99 


Using my powerful jaws, | can normally | open my mouth like this 

open my huge mouth wide and to frighten off intruders, such as 

display my tusk-like canine teeth other male hippos. Mind you, | do 

legs. My thick, hairless skin has which can be 50cm long. | can use __it when I’m courting, too — then it 

no sweat glands. Instead it is these canines as weapons but means I’m feeling affectionate! 

covered with a sticky fluid fi - " 
| 


| carry my huge, heavy body, 
which is 3.5m long and weighs 
up to 3200kg, on short, stocky 


which makes it look pink and 
which prevents the skin from 
becoming sunburnt as | float on 
the top of the water. My 
nostrils, eyes and ears are all on 
the upper side of my head. | 
have wide lips, a huge mouth 
and a short, stubby tail. 


GETTING ABOUT 
Although we can swim and 
dive, we are not very 
strong swimmers and 
would be swept away in 
fast currents. We spend 
most of the day floating on 
the top of the water. From 
time to time we submerge 
and walk or bounce along 
the bottom. We usually 
come up for air after five 
minutes, though we can 
stay under for up to 15. 


All About... 


Life in the water She - thy fi { A-senior male guards his strip of 


66 . rans te water and bank, especially during 
We hippos live in groups of 15-20, the mating season when he 
sometimes more. Usually, one adult male doesn’t want any other males to 


teams up with a group of females and .- ; % ‘ : mate with ‘his’ females. He does 
young. Sometimes younger males, who : this by sc — with 7 
are not yet ready to mate, stick together s dung, which he scatters over the 
is Paes . <5 ' é ground with his whirling tail. He 
in a group, too. Living in a group gives us Ok) RE See j 2 


5 : also roars and bellows from the 
some protection against crocodiles.99 water, and makes threatening 


yawns from time to time. A strong 
male can hold on to his territory 
for up to ten years and then he is 
pushed out by a younger one. 


We hippos lose water through 
our skin much faster than other 
mammals do, so we wait until 
the end of the day, when it is 
cooler, to come on land to feed. 
During the rainy season, when 
there is plenty of grass, we can 
graze close to the water but in 
the dry season, we may have to 
walk several kilometres, along 
well-worn tracks, to a good 
feeding area. We graze the 
grass, cutting it with our wide 
lips. Compared to an animal like 
a panda we don’t need much - 
we eat about 40kg a night (the 
panda munches 14kg) even 
though we are ten times heavier. 


A female is pregnant for 
about eight months. 

She gives birth either on 
the bank, in some reeds or 
grasses she has trampled 
down, or in shallow water. 
The baby weighs about 38kg 
and can walk, run and swim 
within five minutes of being 
born. The mother suckles 

it for about eight months. 


«*/ Squirrel says 
7 Hippos may look harmless 
and clumsy but if they're | 
annoyed they can easily kill 
| humans, either by trampling 
Seema them on land or by upending / 
ee) \ their boats in the water. / 


} 
] 


Joan David Pike, aged 9 
REBECCA FRARY’S 
Be tau srenaceiee | SAPPY Bmtipay 

It really is very good, R ‘i 
Theres Badger, Mole, Weasel and Fox, mse heen: WAS RIE BEC: WR 
Weasel teases and laughs and mocks. feo hei CHILDREN's oe s 

Sweet little Mole, his fur so sleek, AS GOOD As ane =f ‘ z 

And Kestrel and her very sharp beak, SHOWN ON Tg pice: 

Then there’s Owl with her claws ! 

so fierce, 5 as. 

Almost anything they will pierce. 

Squirrel likes to climb a big oak tree, Knock, Knock, 

Although that’s really not for me! Whe’ shure? 

Toad loves to swim in waters so deep, os 

And he likes to jump and leap. You. 

Tiny Mice, Voles and a Shrew, e ¢ You who? ; 

They will jump at the quietest boo!”, Did you give me a call? > 

So | think you will agree with me, Migbaa Munch 292 49 . 

That Farthing Wood’s as good as can be! 4 1O-p : a 

Sarah Watton, aged 11 ee 
THE RIGHTS FOR WEASELS 
What do you get if you There were rights for women in the 


Weasel has found someone to 
stand up for her rights this 
week — and it’s about time 
too, she says! Who else do 
you think needs a champion? 


give a pheasant whisky? 


jsbbe 4109S have the right to sing +8 
: ay eveniftheir = -—~< c 
Kelly Robbins, aged voice is awful. \ ou 
Weasels are : FOR 


Who is always 
let down by his 
work mates? 
“JoAlp ea8-daap 


Hazel Thompson, 


60s, but this is different, weasels 
should have the right to have a joke 
once in a while. They should 


going to drastic 
measures and 
burning their joke 
books. Some 
people keep ferrets 
as pets and weasels 
are good for pets as 
well, if you buy them l 
food, drink and joke books. 


Heather Elston, aged 11 


aged 9 


Emma Bonham, aged 9 


How can you stop your 


I know a little monke: 
Allred and white,” 

He really is a peculiar sight, 
Sometimes I think he should 
Join Farthing Wood, 


He wouldn't like Ow 

And her bossy ak 

He may get tired of Weasel, 
Through all the long days ‘ 
But I'm sure he would, : 
Like the leader they call Fox 
Who Weasel once tried ‘ 
To put ina box, © 
So as | think all by myself 


But then | wonder if he should, 


sh your way out, 


dog from barking in the Rose ial by met 
on the shelf. 
back garden? ‘ 
*yaple one 
ie SEE HOW MANY TIMES YOU aty Williams, aged 9 
yuoay ayy vt UNM Hd CAN FIND THE HORD 
Victoria Flux, aged 8 BADGER. 
NICOLA RILEY AGE 18 BEFORE C ‘cine i 
The spawnislike arock, 
Las are tiny black dots inside, 
Sleep gently, little dots, 
. Pp Sleep gently, 
é Oh no, do not smasn 
Vd Because | like watching you sleep, 
Please do not leave me now, 


mf | will laugh at you 
They have legs, 
And now they ( 
Flying through the air, 


Never stopping. 


Bounce, bounce, he goes, 


doing the belly flop, 
But look, they are growing, 


have changed into frogs, 


Donna Halliday 


Hayley Rossiter, aged 11 


Little baby rabbit, 
Has a very big habit, 
Of burrowing with claws and toes, 
She sniffs with her nose, 

And runs like the wind over the fields, 
She’s so happy she sings. 


Rachel 
O'Higgins, 
aged 7 


Don't forget to put 
your name, age an 
address on the back 
anything you send in. 
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Secret World of..( 


Painted reed frogs live in the water 
plants on the river and lake shores. 
Their skin reacts to light, temperature 
and humidity (water in 

eS LN the air) as wellas to | Hunting under cover of 


There are seven brightly coloured 
Painted reed frogs sitting on the 
reeds at the water’s edge. 


° ( " how excited they darkness, the Pel’s fishing owl 
are. An excited lives mostly on fish, catching 
frog could be — specimens up to 2kg in weight. 
pink and black = You can spot its perch by the 
one minute, fishbones beneath, including the 
and yellow and skulls of squeakers and other 
black the next. catfish, common in the Delta. 


2: When it is fully grown, the 
’ thick stem of the Sycamore 
fig is covered in paper-thin 
yellowish bark, which flakes off to 
show the bright green living bark 
‘Benest. Bunches of yellow-red figs ripen 
throughout the year and are eaten by 
many creatures, including fish, who snap 
up any that drop into the water. 


Their long hooves and bounding gait (way of 
moving) mean that Red lechwes can move 
faster through shallow water than on dry land. 
Because of this, they are at greater risk from 
predators, such as wild dogs and leopards, 
when the floodplains are dry, so they tend to 
move around the delta with the rains. 


The Tiger fish is powerful and aggressive, with a 
mouthful of vicious, cone-shaped teeth. It will eat 
whatever it finds - even poisonous snakes. The name 
comes from the large black spots on the fish’s 

scales, which look like stripes running along its body. 


Tree rats are the 
favourite food of the 
Rusty-spotted genet, but it 
will also eat insects, small birds 
and fruit bats. It’s a good climber, 
using its long striped tail for 
balancing. During the day, it 
usually rests in a tree hollow, 
coming out at night to hunt. 


The thickened skin 
around the buttocks of 

the Chacma baboon is called a sitting pad. When a 
baboon is ready to mate, this swells up and reddens. 

Male baboons are quick to defend the femaies and 

young in their troop. If a lion or cheetah threatens the 
troop, dominant baboons will stand between the 
danger and the troop and may even attack it. 


Discovering Nature a 


wes 


One of my larger relatives, the times as big as Europe), with 
lion, lives in Africa. He rules 650 million people living in 
\ = over a pretty mixed bunch - nearly 50 countries. As you 
~—-from termites to elephants. can imagine, there is a lot of 
Africa itself is a huge and variety in both animal and 
colourful continent (it’s three human life there. 


Donkeys are used 
throughout North Africa 


as beasts of burden. There are Roman ruins in the 
ene: 


port of Leptis Magna in Libya. 


Hand-knotted 
carpets and rugs 


are made at 
Rabat and Fez in . 
Morocco. 5 : (pi — 


‘The Sahara desert, where temperatures 
Peanuts are grown can exceed 50°C, covers 1/3 of Africa. 
throughout West Africa. Camels are used to transport goods. 


Most of them are made 
into groundnut oil, 
which is used for i 


cooking, as 


Oil was discovered in Nigeria in the 
1950s and now accounts for 95% of 
the country’s export earnings. 


by area alee (= 
source of food here, Poaching is still a major 
problem in Ai 


There are still a few 
Mountain gorillas left 
in the mountains of 


Many homes 
in the 
\ Cameroons 


produces over 
half the 
world’s supply 


Z huge herds of 
wildebeest and 
zebra live on the 


of cocoa a 

beans: Zaire is the sca eA pos 
grown on the world’s largest erengeti Plain. 
islands of Sao producer of cobalt —_ ; 
Tome and and diamond. Wildlife safaris, where 
Principe people can spot some of 


At Victoria Falls, 
the Zambezi River 


Africa’s spectacular 
animals, attract thousanc 


Lanai ee of tourists avery year. 
al if; 
noise and spra’ — ») 
thatlocal people ~~ ped } 
The Okavango | ' call it “the smoke’. j , . | 
River ends in a) that thunders”. fe yy 
huge, inland Baobabs 
swamp that resist 
attracts drought 
thousands of by having 
water-loving small 
animals, such as leaves 
hippos. She and huge 
trunks 
that can 
South African gold store 
water. 


is sold abroad in the~ 
form of coins, called 
Krugerrands. 


“Ostriches are farmed for 
their meat in South Africa. 


WAT _ "Dee 


en JUVNELE You will need: 
Nf Podt large empty plastic bottle, old fork, | 
Grow a tropical jungle for 

Gents a ee th don’t washed pebbles (or gravel), cotton reel, 
have much room in whichto 02/77P' ost, selection of plants, old 

work, so handle the plants '@48P00n, clear sticky tape, scissors, | 


} gently. 


air 


| ‘ ; 

q Go to your local garden centre and , ete : | 
buy some tiny plants. Ask advice on a a plastic eee 
which ones are best for a bottle garden, that the top still fits aa Las 
but here are a few suggestions: miniature or We 


African violet, Selaginella, Button fern, oe | () 


Maidenhair fern, moss. 


Squirrel says 
Ask an adult to 
HPA help you with the 
Fs craft knife. 2 


3 Spoon some washed }. 
Gravel into the bottom of the 
bottle. Then put in a layer of 
compost about 7cm deep. 


@ Tape pea sticks toan 


PILL THE DUNGLS rey poes, scissors, 


old fork and teaspoon, 
This very rowdy game is best played _thin card, ballpoint pens, Wedge an empty cotton — 
outside with four or more people. paper, five friends. Wachee ann 
q Cut some thin card into 80 rectangles, about 8 x 3cm. Cut a slit vr, going ‘sour’. Bape sae the 


in the top of four boxes big enough to post the pieces of card 
through. Label the boxes Tree, River, Den and Grassland. 


1) S Make a small hole in the middle of the 
ompost with the spoon. Lower your tallest plant 
into the hole and fign the compost round it. 


5 ¥ 

iB Write the 3 Write each a Now you need a ‘scorer’ to ‘hide’ the boxes in 
a miGS Of animal’s name _ fairly obvious places round the garden, or round the 
the relevant on a separate house if you're playing indoors. Then the scorer sits 
four animals piece of card. down with a piece of paper on which they've written 
on each Repeat this four each of the player's names underneath each other, 
box. times. and with all the animal cards, face down, on a table. 


5 When the scorer shouts 
go, everyone grabs a card 
and rushes to find the right 
box to post it in. Post a card, 
rush back to the table and 
grab another card. The 
scorer ticks your name to 
say you've posted a card. 

# Keep going until all the cards 
are posted — the person 
with the most ticks 

i) wins. Remember, no 

FY posting the cards in 
C7 the wrong boxes, and 
whe wl 


| 6 Nag simaller plants around the edge. 
\\ When the plants are in place; trickle some 
‘\, water down the inside of the boitle. 


i] Tape the top of the bottle back in | 
place. If drops of water form on the jf 
inside of the bottle so that you can’t a 
the plants, take the lid off until the wa 1 


wiilyno moving the boxes! has evaporated, 
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Puzzle if ouf 22 


STREAM OF POISON 


The stream flowed by Hurkel and his friend Bunny 
Rabbit. The rabbit did not notice the thin 
greenish substance in it as he bent his head to 
drink. Neither did Hurkel. A few minutes later, 
Bunny was gasping for breath — then lay down 
on the grass and died. 


RIDDLE 
What is the word? 

Uf Another name for stream. 
Take away the first letter 
and find a bird. 


Wa 


“Shadow!” Hurkel called urgently to his mate. 
“Don’t drink! The water is poisoned!” 

Was it too late? “My throat’s burning,” she 
replied, and then began to gasp for air. 
“No!” cried Hurkel. 


At that moment, Mossy appeared. “I can guide 
you to an old sett where Shadow can rest,” he 
said. . 

Shadow barely had enough strength to walk. 
Slowly, they made their way to a nearby tree and 
there, beneath its roots in the sett, Shadow lay 
down to rest. She remained motionless, hardly 
breathing, and Mossy started to cry.“She’s dying!” 


he sobbed. 

Hours passed. Then Shadow lifted her head, 
blinked and said, “I feel. much better.” 

“She’s alive! It’s a miracle!” laughed Mossy and 
with tears of relief, Hurkel was by Shadow’s 


side. “What a pity Bunny Rabbit couldn’t have 
been here, too” he said. 


MINIBEASTS 

Can you find these 10 minibeasts in the 
picture? Dragonfly, butterfly, spider, pond 
skater, snail, worm, caterpillar, water beetle, 
water boatman, shrimp. 


DISPLACED 
These five pieces have 
been taken out of the 
scene. Can you fit them 
back again in the right 
places? 
~lUfe 
lle 


STONE MAZE 

If you only step on the stones with 
even numbers on them, you will be able 
to find your way through the maze. 


CROSSWORD 
All the creatures and plants drawn here 
are found near streams. Can you fit all 
their names into the crossword? We’ve 
given you two of the birds’ names. 


ACROSS 


“a 


RIVERBANY SAFETY CODE 


It’s great to spend time near a river or a 
stream — but if you do, remember 


Thank yousto| WATCH for 
supplying-us with the 

2 eriverbank safety code. This 
“=. “code is approvediby the 

} RoVal,Society forthe (_ we 
Prevention of Accidents. 


Keep your eyes and 
ears open for danger 

at all times. Do not 
go in the water. 


~ 


Don’t run around on 
riverbanks, or trip and 
push your friends. 
Falling into rivers is 
very dangerous. 


Avoid areas of the 
riverbank that are 
steep, slippery or 

crumbly. 


Cover any cuts 
and scratches 

with waterproof 
plasters. 


when you visit a river. 
Stay close to the rest of 
your group and stay in 
ih _ Sight at all times. Don’t eat or drink while 
exploring a stream or river. 
Wash your hands with soap 
and tap water as soon as 
you return home. 
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